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In the 125 years since The University of Chicago opened its doors, many 
generations of students and faculty have come and gone, but their stories 
remain captured in the University’s and THE CHICAGO MAROON’s archives—
waiting to be pieced together. 

Today, a once-isolated campus is returning to its roots. When President 
Zimmer speaks about the University’s renewed civic engagement efforts 
today, he echoes the sentiments of the founding president, William Rainey 
Harper. “From an Ivory Tower to an Anchor Institution” explores the less-told 
story of what happened in between. 

Time has shown that complex bureaucracies like those found in higher 
education can be slow to change, though. And perhaps that’s why student 
activists have become a staple on college campuses. “A History of 
Disrupting the Peace” compares recent protests at UChicago to those in its 
past, only to fi nd that not much has changed.

The same year that Bernie Sanders led a two-week-long sit-in to protest the 
University’s housing segregation, Hans Morsbach, a recent Chicago Booth 
alum, purchased the Medici on 57th. It was just a small café in the back of 
a bookstore, then. “Business as Usual” captures a beloved slice of Hyde 
Park.

This issue of Grey City tells the stories of those who came before us, and in 
the process, it charts what has changed, but also what has stayed the same.

— Evangeline Reid
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From an Ivory Tower to an 
Anchor Institution

by Christine Schmidt
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The Arts Incubator in Washington Park      COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ARTS + PUBLIC LIFE
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commitment and focus were stronger, 
and times where it was not so strong. 
But I’m proud to say that today…I 
think that commitment to partnership, 
to community and civic engagement, is 
as strong as it’s ever been.”
 
CREATING A SPACE
    On a recent fall morning, the Cur-
rency Exchange Café was a hub of  re-
laxed activity. Customers, many who 
have come to the café on the recom-
mendation of  a friend or a cousin, sit at 
the mosaic-topped tables as R&B music 
plays in the background. Outside, CTA 
riders wait for the #55 Garfi eld bus and 
the Green Line on their commutes. The 
University’s renowned director of  arts 
and public life, Theaster Gates, has me-
ticulously designed the openness of  the 
space and its aesthetic as a double take 
on the Currency Exchange storefront 
that previously occupied the location 
just about 16 months ago. Next door 
is Gates’s new arts-focused bookstore 

and wine bar Bing. On the other side 
is the Arts Incubator, a similar venture 
by Gates as a “space for artist residen-
cies, arts education, community-based 
arts projects, as well as exhibitions, per-
formances, and talks,” according to the 
website.
    The University owns this building, 
along with other parcels of  land along 
Garfi eld Boulevard. In 2008 it began to 
quietly purchase different plots of  land 
in the Washington Park neighborhood, 
which borders the Hyde Park campus. 
At that time, the University was silent 
about exactly what it was trying to do—
even to the alderman.
    “My concern is that this grabbing of  
land at this point without any clear idea 
of  what they want the land for or need 
it for is not appropriate,” Third Ward 
Alderman Pat Dowell told WBEZ’s Na-
talie Moore at the time. “I would like 
them to participate in a very public com-
munity planning process, where they are 
one stakeholder of  many stakeholders 

to try to determine what that corridor 
will look like.”
    A few years later, the purpose of  the 
“land grab” became clear: The property 
would now be proffered for the Uni-
versity’s bid for the Obama Presidential 
Library, an opportunity for economic 
revitalization of  the community.
 
FOUNDATIONS OF CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT
    The fi rst slide that Douglas presented 
at the event stated two University presi-
dents’ attitudes for community relation-
ships. This demonstrated that this issue 
has been on the table of  University poli-
cy-making since its founding in the 19th 
century—albeit with some changes over 
the years.
    William Rainey Harper, president 
from 1891 to 1906, once stated: “A uni-
versity which will adapt itself  to urban 
infl uence, which will undertake to serve 
as an expression of  urban civilization, 
and which is compelled to meet the de-

The Offi ce of Civic Engagement held a panel earlier this year to discuss the next 125 years of the University’s relationship 
with the community.        
CHRISTINE SCHMIDT | THE CHICAGO MAROON
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mands of  an urban environment will in 
the end become something essentially 
different from a university located in a 
village or small city…. [I]t will ultimately 
form a new type of  university.”
    Douglas shared a similar sentiment 
from current president Robert J. Zim-
mer on the PowerPoint presentation: 
“Through partnerships, we’re able to 
benefi t from knowledge and assets in 
the community, and combine those with 
our own capacity and expertise. To-
gether, we’re able to do much more than 
either of  us would be able to do alone.”
    This is the kind of  thinking that has 
informed the civic engagement policy 
since Douglas arrived in 2012. His of-
fi ce developed a target region of  nine 
“mid-South Side” neighborhoods sur-
rounding the community: Hyde Park, 
Kenwood, Oakland, Douglas, Grand 
Boulevard, Washington Park, Greater 
Grand Crossing, Woodlawn, and South 

Shore. Douglas also pointed out that the 
OCE wants to make an impact both on 
the South Side and around the world. 
He cited the foundations of  this new 
approach as:
1.     Upholding the University’s core val-
ues, connecting the University’s unique 
work and location as an anchor on the 
South Side;
2.     Pursuing opportunities for mutual 
benefi t between the community and the 
University;
3.     Building and leveraging external re-
lationships—“we have to partner to do 
this kind of  work,” Douglas noted; “we 
have to listen, learn, be transparent, and 
be accountable”;
4.     Having an impact on a local and 
global scale, including UChicago’s pres-
ence through its centers in Delhi, Bei-
jing, and Paris.
    “It’s trying to speak to the idea of, 
how do we make civic engagement a 

part of  the DNA of  the University, not 
just a side project?” Douglas said.
    In an interview, Zimmer echoed his 
vice president’s statement. “I think the 
key approach to thinking about this for 
us is that there are partnerships to build 
that are a benefi t to the community and 
a benefi t to the University by doing 
them,” he said. “What you discover is 
you become a kind of  magnet and you’re 
able to pull in a signifi cant amount of  
energy that exists in the community and 
you’re able to focus it.”
    While there have been a number of  
recent initiatives introduced under the 
leadership of  Douglas and his predeces-
sor to spark and sustain community rela-
tionships, it hasn’t always been this way.
 
“BAD BLOOD” OF THE 1950s
    The University strove to secure fac-
ulty members as Hyde Park residents 
and boost undergraduate enrollment 

FORREST SILL | THE CHICAGO MAROON

BY THE NUMBERS: OCES Community Outreach
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in the 1950s. Previously, between three 
and four out of  every fi ve faculty mem-
bers had lived within a one-square-mile 
radius of  campus. However, a steady 
stream of  faculty began to leave the 
University—many with young fami-
lies—and they named their dissatisfac-
tion with the community as a factor. 
The University considered several re-
sponses, according to UChicago sociol-
ogy professor Andrew Abbott (A.M. 
’75, Ph.D. ’82), which even included 
pulling up stakes in Hyde Park and re-
settling in Evanston with Northwestern 
as an undergraduate school and UChi-
cago as the graduate division. Making a 
commitment after  that March 17, 1952 
meeting, the University organized the 
SECC and launched an offi cial planning 
unit—the fi rst in a number of  steps to 
strategize how to improve the caliber of  
housing, businesses, and general quality 
of  life in the area.
    This plan would come to be an omen 
of  the University’s interactions with the 
community for years to come. Urban 
renewal—though “not as brutal as you 
were seeing at the same time on the East 
Coast” according to Abbott—involved 
moving approximately 2,000 families 
and individuals out of  their Hyde Park 

homes so that other developments, such 
as the shopping center on 55th Street 
and Lake Park, could be constructed. 
This moving was also partially the re-
sult of  a Supreme Court decision over-
turning racially restrictive housing cov-
enants, legally allowing black people to 
move to areas that previously had been 
inaccessible to them. Those who were 
fi nancially able were moving out of  the 
communities surrounding Hyde Park 
into more prosperous, safer areas far-
ther from the city, according to Abbott.
    “[But] that moving never stopped, 
and then what it left behind was empty 
space,” he said. “In Woodlawn there 
were 75,000 people when I came here 
in 1971. There are about 25,000 people 
in Woodlawn today. [Because the black 
population kept moving] it’s just empty.”
    The University’s previous actions 
supporting restrictive covenants had set 
the stage for adversarial relationships 
between the institution and the commu-
nity, however. Mary Pattillo, a profes-
sor of  sociology and African American 
studies at Northwestern who received 
her Ph.D. from UChicago in 1997, ex-
plained, “The University…gave person-
nel and money to homeowners associ-
ations and other organizations that put 

racially restrictive covenants in place. 
This created bad blood between black 
communities and the University of  Chi-
cago.”
    The University’s strategy for urban 
renewal signaled a move toward racial 
integration—but not socioeconomic 
integration. “The urban renewal project 
defi nitely planned for racial integration, 
but it wanted to do so [in terms of]… ra-
cial integration of  middle class people,” 
Pattillo added.
    The SECC also wasn’t transparent 
in its actions, contributing to distrust 
in the community. A well-informed 
but unnamed SECC board member is 
quoted in The Politics of  Urban Renewal as 
saying: “The university with the help of  
the commission has continued to make 
enemies through the kinds of  land pur-
chase and building purchase practices 
they have engaged in. Even old, estab-
lished residents of  the community have 
discovered recently that the university 
has been quietly buying up every avail-
able middle-income house….None of  
this has been carried on with any aware-
ness of  the consequences it leads to—
hostility toward the university or the 
commission.”
         
BRANCHING OUT WITH 
LOCAL EDUCATION EFFORTS
    Over the following decades, Univer-
sity offi cials slowly began to engage with 
the community in a more positive man-
ner.
    “It’s been my experience that the 
Offi ce of  Civic Engagement has grad-
ually immersed itself  in improving the 
quality of  life in the neighborhoods that 
surrounded it,” said Rudy Nimocks, a 
longtime Woodlawn resident, former 
UChicago Police Department chief, and 
the OCE’s current director of  commu-
nity partnerships. He said that one of  
the most signifi cant steps in this process 
was the 1968 introduction of  local kids 
to University classes through a program 
blending academic enrichment and the 
kids’ passion for sports. This later be-
came formalized and expanded as the 
Offi ce of  Special Programs.

Former UCPD Chief Rudy Nimrocks at a public forum after a student’s shooting.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVES
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    The 1970s and 1980s witnessed a 
tremendous growth in the number of  
programs for relationship-building be-
tween the University and the commu-
nity. This was particularly due to the 
work of  Duel Richardson (A.B. ’67), the 
founder of  the Neighborhood Schools 
Program, and Jonathan Kleinbard, the 
vice president of  the OCE’s predeces-
sor, the Offi ce for Community Affairs 
(the offi ce itself  was founded in 1974). 
In particular, Kleinbard was “a pivotal 
personality,” said Nimocks, who came 
to the University in 1989 after Kleinbard 
wrote him a Christmas card wishing for 
Nimocks to lead the UCPD—for 10 
Christmases in a row.
    “Kleinbard managed community re-
lations in a way by being invisible. He 
did all the arranging behind the scenes,” 
Abbott said.
    Abbott, a 45-nonconsecutive-year 
resident of  Hyde Park, came to the Uni-
versity as a graduate student in 1971. 
“Nobody left Hyde Park,” he said. “It 
was astounding. You went to the Co-op, 
and you saw your dentist, the guy who 
gave you a B+ in a course last week, and 
your dissertation adviser.” Risks to pub-
lic safety appeared to be prevalent in the 
neighborhood itself: when the shuttle 
system was launched in 1973, one of  the 
drivers was shot at Harold’s in the initia-
tive’s fi rst week. The University sought 
to assuage fears and promote a culture 
of  community.
    “Hyde Park is, as residents proudly 

proclaim, a stable, racially-integrated 
community where people live together 
in, if  not outright harmony, a level of  
peaceful co-existence atypical of  the 
rest of  the city,” a 1987 Chicago Tribune 
feature on Hyde Park noted. 
    “This is a residential neighborhood 
where family living is emphasized,” 
Kleinbard is quoted in the feature. “This 

is not the swinging North Side. This is 
where families set down roots and have 
a community life together. People pause 
to talk to each other on the streets and 
ask how [each other’s] kids are doing in 
school.”
    Kleinbard and Richardson’s teamwork 
shone through in one of  the oldest civic 
engagement activities of  the University: 
the 45-year-old Neighborhood Schools 
Program (NSP). According to Nimocks, 
Kleinbard visited the principal of  Ken-
wood Academy after hearing of  Univer-
sity faculty members’ disappointment 
with their kids’ education at the school. 

With Richardson’s help, he decided to 
send University students to assist with 
tutoring in the classroom. And so NSP 
was born, which now boasts more than 
400 University students tutoring be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 public school 
students across the OCE’s nine target 
neighborhoods.
 
THE HYDE PARK BUBBLE
    For Shaz Rasul (A.B. ’97, M.S. ’08), a 
former NSP-er and now director of  the 
program itself, there’s more that can be 
done. “For me, the dream is still a Uni-
versity student in every classroom,” Ra-
sul said. “Can you imagine growing up 
in Woodlawn, and in nine years meeting 
nine different University students from 
nine different places having conversa-
tions about astronomy, physics, and an-
thropology?”
    Rasul started his UChicago under-
graduate career volunteering with his 
house to play chess and do homework 
with kids from Woodlawn schools. Now, 
he’s formally the OCE Director of  
Community Programs. These include 
the Community Programs Accelerator, 
an initiative rolled out last year provid-
ing nonprofi ts with technical assistance 
and creating a network among the mem-
bers.
    Like Abbott, Rasul found that his 
fellow students opted against venturing 
outside of  the neighborhood, for com-
munity service or even entertainment 
and dining. “If  you were leaving Hyde 

“Nobody left  Hyde Park. It 
was astounding.”

Th e University 
& the 
community 
through the 
years
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Park you were going downtown. There 
wasn’t a lot of  business or commerce in 
those days that kept you in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. However, there were 
“pockets of  people” who actively en-
gaged with the community, noting the 
establishment of  the then-student-run 
University Community Service Center 
in 1998.
    Nate Silver of  FiveThirtyEight (A.B. 
’00) drew attention to this insularity 
recently when he published an article 
about Chicago’s segregated diversity: 
“When I was a freshman at the Uni-
versity of  Chicago in 1996, I heard the 
same thing again and again: Do not leave 
the boundaries of  Hyde Park. Do not go 
north of  47th Street. Do not go south 
of  61st Street. Do not go west of  Cot-
tage Grove Avenue. These boundaries 
were fairly explicit, almost to the point 
of  being an offi cial university policy.”
    Yet despite qualms with the safety 
of  these neighborhoods, the University 
took an active role in their education 
offerings with the launch of  its charter 
schools in 1998. The University opened 
its fi rst campus, in North Kenwood–
Oakland, that summer, with students 
from across the South Side. “The char-
ter aims to serve the community by pro-
viding it with a school that has greater 
parental interaction and higher expec-
tations from the students, said [school 
director Marvin] Hoffman,” the Hyde 
Park Herald noted in an archived article.
    For OCE staff  member Sonya Ma-

lunda, the opening of  the charter 
school signaled a “renewed commit-
ment” to community engagement under 
then-University President Hugo Son-
nenschein and then-Vice President for 
Community and Government Affairs 
Hank Webber. It was the motivating fac-
tor for her to join the OCE staff. Eigh-
teen years later, she serves as the senior 
associate vice president for community 
engagement.
    “The University’s role was really that 
of  a junior partner, working with com-
munity leaders, the city, and residents to 
both create visions for these neighbor-
hoods as well as to lead specifi c proj-
ects,” she said. “I would say our work in 
education was probably one of  our most 
signifi cant contributions at that time.”
    As UCPD chief, Nimocks also saw 
the importance of  quality public educa-
tion in building a vibrant neighborhood. 
When the location of  the charter school 
was being fi nalized, he extended UCPD 
jurisdiction to cover that area to mitigate 
parents’ safety concerns—hopefully en-
couraging them to plant roots in the 
community.
 
DOUGLAS’S NEW MODEL
    While the University continued to 
build out its civic engagement through 
various resources, other issues—in-
cluding safety—were still on the table. 
It came to a head in 2007, when grad-
uate student Amadou Cisse was shot 
and killed in an attempted robbery while 

walking to his off-campus apartment at 
East 61st Street and South Ellis Avenue 
early in the morning.
    A Grey City article from that time 
reported on a public forum with UCPD 
leaders and students after the death: 
“Some voices at the meeting worried 
that the increased police presence fol-
lowing the killing would cause more 
harm than good and possibly alienate 
residents in the surrounding communi-
ties. But for the most part, the students’ 
comments pointed to a deeper anxi-
ety: For many on campus, the shooting 
confi rmed their worst fears about their 
neighborhood’s safety.”
    The University announced plans for 
immediate steps the UCPD would take 
in response. They added vehicles to 
the late night van service program, in-
creased the number of  UCPD bicycle 
patrols, and permanently doubled the 
police presence between midnight and 
8 a.m.
    The University also made several 
changes to the long-term strategy of  
public safety. These included bringing 
AlliedBarton security offi cers to campus 
in 2009 and building light towers on the 
streets crossing the Midway Plaisance in 
2010. Two years later, a different Grey 
City article noted crime rates in 2010 
and 2011 in Hyde Park and Kenwood 
were some of  the lowest in decades.
    Around this same time, the city of  
Chicago was preparing a bid for the 
2016 Olympics, and in a few years a 
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former law professor would be prepar-
ing his own bid for the White House. 
(The Offi ce of  Civic Engagement was 
also formally established, replacing the 
Offi ce of  Community Affairs in 2008.) 
These two events presented unique op-
portunities for the neighboring Wash-
ington Park: a sports stadium and a 
presidential library, which would likely 
engage Garfi eld Boulevard, which con-
nects the UChicago campus to the Dan 
Ryan expressway.
    “The gateway from Garfi eld Boule-
vard has been important to the Univer-
sity for a very long time….If  you put in 
University of  Chicago in GPS it would 
likely send you down that Garfi eld Bou-
levard corridor. We made some land 
purchases there, and we said that we 
wanted to fi nd mutually benefi cial op-
portunities between the University and 
the community,” Malunda said.
    In addition to these changes, the 
University saw an internal opportunity: 
In 2012, they hired Douglas, President 

Obama’s senior adviser on urban policy, 
as the next Vice President for Civic En-
gagement.
    “One of  the things that President 
Zimmer asked when I fi rst took the 
job was…to think about creating what 
he called a new model, our model, of  
civic engagement,” Douglas explained 
during the October event. “One that 
was rooted and grounded in the histor-
ical work but was also thinking forward 
about what we wanted to do. One that 
was more connected to the everyday 
work, the fabric if  you will, of  the Uni-
versity of  Chicago but also connected to 
the community as well.”
    Since his start at UChicago, Douglas 
has revamped the OCE’s thinking to fo-
cus on four pillars of  civic engagement: 
anchoring neighborhoods in the mid-
South Side, extending education in terms 
of  capacity building, expanding urban 
research, and fostering entrepreneurial 
innovation. “When I initially started 
I think we were kind of  laser-focused 

on…leveraging the University’s role as 
an economic entity on the South Side,” 
Malunda said. “What we’re doing now 
is we have signifi cant activity in each 
of  those four areas, which [Douglas] 
brought the vision of  expanding.”
    This included everything from train-
ing rising professionals in nonprofi ts 
and government offi ces through the 
Civic Leadership Academy to promoting 
a cohesive identity of  local institutions, 
including the Frank Lloyd Wright Robie 
House and the Museum of  Science and 
Industry, through the formation of  the 
offi cial Museum Campus South con-
cept. Additionally, Becoming a Man, a 
program developed by the Crime Lab 
to mentor at-risk youth and build pos-
itive values, has now been adopted na-
tionally by President Obama’s adminis-
tration under the name of  My Brother’s 
Keeper—and this is only in the past 
year.
    Douglas’s vision of  civic engagement 
hasn’t just been programmatic expan-
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sion, however. In the past few years, 
tangible proof  of  the OCE’s work ex-
ploded, especially in neighboring Wash-
ington Park.
 

RESPONSE TO OBAMA
LIBRARY, TRAUMA CENTER
    Reminiscent of  the backlash against 
SECC’s lack of  transparency in the 
1950s, the University’s bid for the 
Obama library encountered unexpected 
hurdles in gathering community support 
in the fi rst round because of  its privacy.
    In December 2014, it leaked from 
the foundation charged with planning 
the Obama Presidential Library that 
the University of  Chicago’s bid—the 
presumed frontrunner—might be in 
jeopardy because the University failed 
to explain how they would acquire the 
public parkland they were offering as a 
site. The Chicago Sun-Times’ Lynn Sweet 
wrote, “The University of  Chicago strat-
egy to win the library and museum—
never offi cially asking the Chicago Park 
District for the land and keeping its sites 
secret until recently in order not to stir 
up public protest—is on track to back-
fi re….[B]ecause the university has been 
so secretive, the public has no idea how 
many acres are involved.”

    The University’s bid also faced the 
backlash of  the Friends of  the Parks who 
fought the University’s efforts to seize 
public parkland. As the group wrote in 
an editorial, “To support this land grab, 
have University of  Chicago offi cials 
unequivocally demonstrated that their 
11-acre adjacent site is too small for 
the library, particularly when the only 
other urban presidential library—Bos-
ton’s John F. Kennedy Library—is well 
accommodated on 10 acres? Is the [Park 
District] board aware that the univer-
sity’s recent poll about taking parkland 
never asked the community whether 
they would support putting the library 
solely on the university’s 11-acre site and 
did not take public parkland?”
    Douglas, the OCE team, Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s administration, and commu-
nity members rapidly assembled in an 
attempt to salvage the bid. They staged 
rallies and music videos in support of  
a South Side center. Torrey Barrett, the 
founder and executive director of  Wash-
ington Park’s KLEO community cen-
ter on Garfi eld Boulevard, was one of  
those community members. He said he 
was committed to bringing the library 
to Chicago and especially to Washing-
ton Park, but he has reservations about 
how the University has conducted itself  

throughout the bidding process.
    “The University had an advisory…
group they created to help them lobby 
for the library,” he said, choosing to 
describe it as a group rather than an 
advisory board. “We did radio inter-
views, testifi ed at public hearings, news-
paper articles, television, media blitzes 
all about why Washington Park should 
have the library—why the University of  
Chicago’s bid was the best bid. It was a 
good process, but the problem is now 
that the University of  Chicago has been 
chosen, the meetings stopped. Now no 
one is talking about it.”
    The University also encountered 
fi erce protests from community mem-
bers regarding the establishment of  a 
South Side trauma center. The Univer-
sity of  Chicago Medical Center shut-
tered its center in 1988 because of  
the fi nancial strain on the University. 
Protests regarding this matter have es-
calated in recent years, with members 
of  the Trauma Center Coalition (TCC) 
and the on-campus group Students for 
Health Equity (SHE) drawing attention 
to the University’s refusal to reinstate its 
center despite the investment it was will-
ing to make for the Obama Presidential 
Library. In September, the University 
announced a joint trauma center with 
Sinai Health System’s Holy Cross Hos-
pital on the West Side, but many TCC 
members say this isn’t enough.
 
“A DIFFERENT KIND OF GAME”: 
UPENN’S CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT
    The University of  Chicago isn’t the 
only university to face challenges in civic 
engagement. The University of  Pennsyl-
vania has encountered similar arguments 
and, like UChicago, has spent much cap-
ital in the past two decades working on 
redefi ning its role as an anchor institu-
tion.
    “Because they can make a difference 
in the lives of  their neighbors, colleges 
and universities have a moral and ethical 
responsibility to contribute to the qual-
ity of  life in their communities,” stated 
a 2014 report entitled “Effective Gover-

The Reverend Torrey Barrett runs an after school program at the Kleo Center.
COURTESY OF MEDILL REPORTS - CHICAGO
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nance of  a University as an Anchor In-
stitution” in a handbook for university 
administrators and offi cials.
    In 1993, UPenn spearheaded this idea 
by creating a Center for Community 
Partnerships to work directly with local 
public schools. The Offi ce of  Govern-
ment and Community Affairs still today 
hosts monthly “First Thursday” meet-
ings to promote transparency and dis-
cussion between community members 
and staff  members. UPenn also devel-
oped the West Philadelphia Initiatives 
as a university-led, multi-pronged ap-
proach to address the issues of  safety, 
housing, commercial and real estate de-
velopment, economic development, and 
education.
    Current UPenn president Amy Gut-
mann acknowledged the success and 
continued strength of  these efforts in 
her inaugural address in 2004: “No one 
mistakes Penn for an ivory tower. And 
no one ever will….We cherish our rela-
tionships with our neighbors, relation-
ships that have strengthened Penn aca-
demically while increasing the vitality of  
West Philadelphia.”
    As times have changed, other univer-
sities adapted with different approaches, 
and some have chosen the option of  
putting up barriers rather than engaging 
the community. As Abbott noted, “It’s 
inevitable that the University starts to 
play a different kind of  role because the 
whole game [of  civic engagement] is a 
different kind of  game.”
 
“A VIBRANT COMMUNITY FULL 
OF POSSIBILITIES”
    Is the University writing the new play-
book? While the OCE has undergone 
signifi cant transformations in the past 
few years, the University and its part-
ners have simultaneously learned how to 
adapt to the new needs and issues of  the 
surrounding communities.
    In contrast to Nate Silver’s days where 
University brochures warned new stu-
dents not to venture outside the UCPD 
boundaries, this past September, Ori-
entation Week staff  encouraged fi rst-
years to see themselves as residents of  

the South Side. Staff  at the University 
Community Service Center (UCSC) and 
OCE orchestrated the updates to these 
new City Life Meetings, which student 
O-Leaders facilitated as a part of  the 
mandatory O-Week curriculum. They 
distributed the South Side Weekly’s annual 
Best of  the South Side issue to every 
fi rst-year, used a segregation map of  
Chicago from The New York Times to dis-
cuss the city’s racial makeup and diver-
sity, and asked fi rst-years to think about 
a university’s role in civic engagement. 
In another stark change, the UCSC 
also led walking tours for fi rst-years to 
Woodlawn and Washington Park, the 
very same areas students were once told 
to avoid.
    Additionally, today the SECC is dras-
tically different from the SECC of  the 
1950s. Independently run and advised 
by a board of  community members, the 
SECC is “all about creating a space that 

is welcoming and inviting. The goal ulti-
mately is to not only sustain businesses 
that are there, but encourage others to 
come,” said Wendy Walker Williams, the 
executive director of  the SECC since 
2010.
    The commission welcomes a variety 
of  community input as well—over the 
past couple years, Williams and her staff  
have met with the aldermen in each of  
the communities surrounding Hyde 
Park to nail down a way that the SECC 
could assist in enhancing business cor-
ridors with different improvements. 
For example, this meant that in Wood-
lawn on East 61st Street from South 
Cottage Grove to South Martin Luther 

King Drive, lamppost banners declar-
ing “Woodlawn: A Vibrant Community 
Full of  Possibilities!” soon appeared. 
In Washington Park, the SECC assisted 
in coordinating a 51st Business Asso-
ciation Festival. “The point of  a good 
festival is to bring people to a particular 
place to get comfortable with their com-
munity,” Williams said.
    Williams also works to gauge commu-
nity support by turning to her 24-mem-
ber board, which meets the second 
Tuesday of  every month. Members are 
selected by neighborhood to ensure that 
each area targeted by the SECC—Hyde 
Park, Kenwood, Oakland, Washington 
Park, and Woodlawn—have equal repre-
sentation. While the nonprofi t commis-
sion’s primary funder is the University, 
Williams said it also receives funding 
from the city of  Chicago, the Chicago 
Community Trust, other private dona-
tions, and tax revenue from the Hyde 
Park Special Service Area (SSA) dis-
trict—some of  the very businesses that 
they serve. Williams emphasized that the 
SECC and OCE are separate entities.
    “They’ve presented a few projects to 
us that the board has had really good 
feedback that they implemented,” she 
said, but added that they are not afraid 
of  pushing back.

NOW WHAT?
    The communities that comprise the 
mid-South Side—Hyde Park, Kenwood, 
Oakland, Douglas, Grand Boulevard, 
Washington Park, Greater Grand Crossing, 
Woodlawn, and South Shore—are about to 
experience a new era of  civic engagement. 
The coming of  the Obama presidential 
museum and library and the expansion 
of  Gates’ projects on Garfi eld Boulevard 
promise further University involvement, 
for one. People are both excited and skepti-
cal about the change it could bring.
    “Where do I see [civic engagement] go-
ing? They’ll continue to engage the commu-
nity as they have been, and they’ll continue 
to focus on the economic development 
that they want to focus on…so that’ll be 
a great corner of  King Drive that’ll be an 
entryway into the University,” Barrett said. 

“Th is past September, Orien-
tation Week staff  encouraged 
fi rst-years to see themselves as 
residents of the South Side.”
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The Currency Exchange Café is one of many projects sponsored by the University’s Arts + Public Life department.
CHRISTINE SCHMIDT | THE CHICAGO MAROON

“[But] they should be working with orga-
nizations like KLEO and the Washington 
Park Consortium to look at a master de-
velopment of  the entire area….I am very 
concerned about gentrifi cation happening. 
Gentrifi cation happens when you have an 
institution-led development as opposed to 
a community-led development.”
    Pattillo, the Northwestern professor, said 
the city should take the lead in establishing 
public housing options to avoid gentrifi ca-
tion in Washington Park while University 
developments would inevitably drive up 
land value. “One of  the most important 
ways to slow gentrifi cation down and to al-
low people to stay and a neighborhood to 
improve is housing,” she said.
    On the other hand, Zimmer is confi dent 
about building the futures of  community 
members by expanding their skills through 
University programs. “I don’t believe seri-

ously that there’s a big danger [of  gentrifi ca-
tion] there; I think our goal is to help build 
up local capacity more than anything else,” 
he said. “These programs are designed to 
create local capacity so that people in the 
community can do things themselves….I 
think the Obama library is going to offer a 
lot of  opportunity for that.”
    Nimocks sees the future of  OCE as 
two-pronged: quality public education and 
safety. “A neighborhood cannot really ac-
celerate its development unless they have 
good public safety,” he said.
    Malunda looks forward to increasing 
student civic engagement. “Our doors are 
open—if  community members or students 
have ideas that they would like to fl esh out 
and vet with us, we are here [at] OCE to be 
a resource to them,” she said.
    At the community event in October, 
Douglas had shared his dream for the OCE 

with these questions: “How do we make 
civic engagement a part of  the DNA of  
the University? … How can the University 
be a catalyst to strengthen these neighbor-
hoods?”
    Perhaps the answer can be found in the 
remark of  a panelist at the event, Pastor 
Christopher Harris of  Bright Start Church 
of  God in Christ in Bronzeville. After 
growing up on the South Side feeling at risk 
of  arrest if  he walked on UChicago’s cam-
pus, Harris said that today he sees a clear 
contrast in civic engagement: 
    “This University really does want to 
not only listen, but actually pay attention 
to what the community is saying and em-
power the community. Because at the end 
of  the day, we have a responsibility to make 
sure this University is a resource to the peo-
ple right within its reach.”
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Business as UsualBusiness as Usual
A peek into a well-established neighborhood watering hole A peek into a well-established neighborhood watering hole 

BY KRISTIN LIN
PHOTOS BY KIRAN MISRA
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One January evening in 1962, 
Muriel Beadle stepped 
on stage at the Quadran-

gle Club playing the role of  a society 
woman. “Welcome, one and all,” her 
lines read, “to opening night at the 
South Side sophisticated Supper Club. 
Our show [is] entitled: Madness at the 
Medici.”

Beadle, the wife of  former University 
of  Chicago president George Beadle, 
was taking part in the Faculty Wives’ 
Dinner, an annual tradition that in-
cluded a show written, produced, and 
starring the faculty members’ better 
halves.

The choice to title the production 
Madness at the Medici was “not because 
[the play] has anything to do with Italy, 
but because the setting is the Medici 
coffee shop on East 57th Street,” wrote 
Patricia Moore in a newspaper column 
titled, “Society in Chicago.” In cover-
ing the event, the Chicago Sun-Times de-
scribed the Medici as “a favorite cam-
pus hangout which serves croissants on 
Sunday.”

Fifty-four years, seven University 
presidents, and hundreds of  thousands 
of  croissants later, the Sun-Times de-
scription has remained fairly accurate. 
The Medici has now moved a few blocks 
west from its original space at the back 
of  Green Door Bookshop (now B’Gab’s 
Goodies). But it has remained a campus 
staple, almost certainly unavoidable to 
anyone who spends time on campus 
or in Hyde Park. The graffiti scratched 
onto every surface of  the wooden fur-
niture—a popular tradition that owner 
Hans Morsbach eventually embraced—
still harkens to the “Bohemian coffee 
house” that the faculty wives perceived 
the Medici to be in 1962. 

Coincidentally, the year that the Fac-
ulty Wives put on Madness at the Medici
was also a pivotal year for the Medici it-
self. Enter Morsbach, freshly graduated 
from the University’s Booth School of  
Business. On a morning walk in Hyde 
Park, he spotted a sign advertising that 
the Medici was for sale. Morsbach, who 
was working for a plastics company at 

the time, bought the coffee shop for 
just $1,750 (though Morsbach rounded 
to “like a thousand dollars,” in an in-
terview with THE MAROON in 2007). He 
couldn’t change the name because he 
couldn’t afford to. 

In the decades after he purchased the 
coffee house, Morsbach grew the busi-
ness into the neighborhood joint that 
the Hyde Park community knows to-
day. At first, Morsbach stayed with his 
job at the plastics company, but even-
tually he left to run the restaurant full-
time. When the Green Door Bookshop 
closed, Morsbach took over the whole 
space and expanded the coffee house 
into a restaurant—adding a deep-dish 
pizza to the menu. Some of  the books 

left over from the Green Door’s glory 
days remain in the Morsbach house to 
this day.

Morsbach tried his hand at expan-
sion. In the history of  his ownership, 
he opened six Medici locations in the 
Chicagoland area, with restaurants as 
far north as Evanston and as far south 
as Normal, IL, as well as one just a few 
blocks north at Harper Court. Cur-
rently, two locations of  the Medici re-
main: the ones on 57th Street and in 
Normal.

In 1998, Morsbach moved the orig-
inal restaurant westward on East 57th 
Street to its current location. When 
modeling the current location, Mors-
bach intentionally replicated the de-

Hans Morsbach, the longtime owner of Medici on 57th, in the 1990s.                                           
ADAM LISBERG | THE CHICAGO MAROON
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sign of  its predecessor. The Morsbachs 
even kept the wooden booths in their 
backyard in between the moves. “We 
didn’t want to get rid of  the furniture 
because we wanted [the new location] 
to have the same feeling with the table 
carving and all of  that,” Kathy Mors-
bach recalled.

Because the old look was so well-pre-
served, Esterly, the general manager of  
the Medici on 57th, noted that some 
older customers will still ask her if  she 
is sure they moved locations at all. 

The Medici, which Hyde Parkers and 
UChicago students shorten to “the 
Med,” has served everyone from Barack 
Obama to Tanya Sullivan, a beloved 
crossing guard who has watched over 
the children in Hyde Park for the past 
17 years, ]the last three of  which she 
has spent stationed at Ray Elementary 
School—right across from the Med. 

Sullivan said that she likes to reunite 
with former students at the Med. She 

recently caught up with one student 
whom she first met fourteen years ago, 
when the student was just four years 
old.

“We came [to the Med] and had 
pizza, and we talked about the prom, 
and she showed me all her pictures,” 
Sullivan recalled. “[She’s] growing up—
the time went so quick.”

Sullivan said she usually enjoys a hot 
chocolate and muffin in the morning. 
“But now I’m on a diet,” she chuckled.

The relationship that many Hyde 
Parkers have with the establishment is 
not just one-way: In addition to work-
ing in the neighborhood, many of  the 
Med’s staff  and management live and 
raise children in Hyde Park. 

Esterly, the manager of  the Medici, 
is one example. Her husband went to 
the University of  Chicago Laboratory 
Schools; her two kids went to Ray El-
ementary and now to The Ancona 
School on 47th Street and Dorchester 

Avenue.
Her history with Hyde Park spans 

two decades: After graduating from 
college with a chemistry degree, Es-
terly moved to Chicago and was hired 
to work as the general manager of  the 
Medici at Harper Court, which is how 
she met Morsbach. The two eventually 
became business partners for another 
business venture, University Market, 
which is now Z&H Market Cafe. When 
the general manager at the Medici on 
57th left, Esterly took over as general 
manager of  the Med as well.

Esterly is part of  a cast that has 
worked at the Med for decades, many 
of  whom have observed the neighbor-
hood as it has changed. Gracie Gamero, 
the Med’s head baker, noted how Hyde 
Park has recently become fancier and 
more similar to many other neighbor-
hoods in Chicago, likely the result of  
University-backed development. Even 
the building complex where the Medici 
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currently resides has seen the rise and 
fall of  establishment after establish-
ment, ranging from a clothing store to 
an experimental hang-out space run by 
a UChicago alumnus. 

The changes in Hyde Park have also 
affected the Medici community: When 
the University raised rent on the build-
ing that housed University Market in 
2009, Esterly and Morsbach decided to 
close the shop. 

“The neighborhood has really 
grown,” Esterly noted. “[But] my goal 
for the restaurant is to stay true to what 
the Medici has always been.”

Esterly’s goal seems to reflect the 
community it serves: “Hyde Parkers 
are resistant to change,” waiter Michael 
Kennedy said with a chuckle. In his 13 
years working at the Med, he has col-
lected his fair share of  stories.

He once served Obama, when he was 
still running for office. He recalled the 
senator ordering a bacon cheeseburger 
and green tea with honey and lem-
on—“because his throat was hurting.” 
He noted that Representative Bobby 

Rush and State Representative Barbara 
Flynn Currie were also frequenters of  
the Med.

“Sadly, I missed the day [ER actor] 
Anthony Edwards was in the bakery,” 
Kennedy quipped.

These days, the Medici thrives on the 
traditions it has collected. Croissants, 
for one, have gone from being a Sunday 
specialty to the bakery’s daily bread. 
Each morning, Gamero sits in her 
usual corner of  the Med kitchen cut-
ting out triangles of  croissant dough. 
Her chair might as well be her throne: 
Having worked at the Med for 30 years, 
she currently is the head baker and 
oversees five bakers every morning. 
Her eponymous apple pie has won the 
stomachs and hearts of  regulars and 
visitors alike. 

When she first started working at the 
Med in 1986, the restaurant was still at 
its previous location, the backdrop for 
the Faculty Wives show 24 years before. 
She started off  making pies and cakes 
for the restaurant, though they were 
only available on the weekends back 

then. Her job expanded with the Med, 
as the restaurant moved to its current 
location and eventually opened its bak-
ery wing in 2001. Since then, the Med 
bakery has offered breads, pastries, and 
pies every day of  the week—meaning, 
Gamero has also been waking up be-
fore the sun for years. Every morning, 
she walks from her Hyde Park apart-
ment over to the bakery to start prepa-
rations for the day.

“I used to come exactly at 4 o’clock 
or 3 o’clock,” she said as she cleaned 
out the industrial mixer. “But it all de-
pends on how much work we have to 
produce.” 

Gamero’s secret to tolerating such 
early mornings is not coffee. “My phi-
losophy is you have to do something 
that you love. If  you don’t love, noth-
ing is good,” she said as she lined up 
apple slices for a batch of  turnovers.

At this point in the morning, the 
bakers were preparing pastries for the 
weekend. With UChicago homecoming 
festivities drawing families and alumni 
to Hyde Park, this weekend would be 
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particularly busy. An inventory clip-
board indicates that they plan to churn 
out 1,291 items that morning. By the 
time the sun was rising, the bakery was 
already in full swing: Multigrain loaves, 
baguettes, pretzels, and rolls all made 
their way into a 500-degree industrial 
oven. Most of  the items are displayed 
at the storefront and sold by the end 
of  the day. Others get delivered to local 
establishments like Hyde Park Produce. 
Any leftovers are either made into 
breadcrumbs and croutons, or they’re 
donated to local shelters or staff  mem-
bers’ church communities.

Mario Silva stands in front of  the 
oven dusting browned flour from the 
countertop. Using a large paddle, he 

pushes trays of  dough into the heat and 
draws out golden brown loaves. He has 
worked in the bakery since it opened 
14 years ago. Before that, Silva worked 
in the Med restaurant, cooking in the 
kitchen and bussing tables for nine 
years, which makes this his 23rd year 
at the Medici.

“I wanted to learn; so I moved over 
to the bakery,” Silva said.

The bakers spend every morning 
finishing up loose ends and preparing 
for the next morning of  baking, while 
Hyde Parkers and University affiliates 
alike gather at their neighborhood wa-
tering hole.

“It’s good food at a reasonable 
price,” Kathy Morsbach said. “Some 

people think the food has gotten too 
expensive, but the menu has pretty 
much stayed the same.”

Four-year-old Tessa Holm-
quist-Kuhn has lived in Hyde Park with 
her family for almost two years. In that 
time, she has become a connoisseur of  
the Med, in the words of  her mother 
Sabrina Holmquist. When asked about 
her favorite options, she started with 
ice cream, but felt inclined to include 
a few more.

“And the muffins, and the milk-
shakes, and the apple croissant, and the 
chocolate croissant,” she listed. “And 
the cookies! And the brownies!”

Aya Hamlish, a 14-year-old student 
at Akiba-Schechter Jewish Day School, 
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brought a family friend, who was vis-
iting from Cambridge, MA, to enjoy a 
pretzel at the Med bakery. 

“I don’t come here every day, but I 
come here quite a lot,” she said. She 
fondly recalled carving her name in one 
of  the tables. 

“It’s fun to see your name there,” 
Hamlish said. 

Fourth-year Catherine Cove has also 
left her mark on the restaurant. She has 
been coming to the Med “since pros-
pie weekend,” when her family friend 
suggested visiting the Hyde Park staple. 
But when asked what she craved, she 
demurred. “It’s rather inappropriate, 
so I’d rather not say,” she said with a 
laugh. 

The tables and benches in the Med 
now bear the names of  over 50 years 
of  Hyde Park residents and sojourners, 
all part of  a tradition that Morsbach 
kept alive. “That was my husband. He 
thought [the table carving] was kind of  
cool, and so he let it go.”

Hans Morsbach passed away in 2011, 
leaving his legacy in the establishments 
that outlived him. “As my son said at 
the funeral, [Hans] was a guy so unique 
that he created a hole that nothing 
else would ever fill,” Kathy Morsbach 
said. She is now the sole owner of  the 
restaurant, but it’s Esterly who is at the 
forefront of  day to day business. 

Hyde Park continues to shed old lay-
ers and grow new ones. With the re-
cent opening of  the new Harper Court, 
memories of  the old Med location fade 
further into memory. Packed, a new 
dumpling restaurant, is slated to join 
the Med on 57th Street, in the space 
that housed Edwardo’s Natural Pizza 
for 36 years. 

But 1327 East 57th Street has stayed 
the same. The Med plans to carry on, 
business as usual.

“For me, that’s always there in my 
mind: Making sure I’m carrying on the 
Medici tradition in a way that he [Hans] 
would have wanted,” Esterly said. “I think 
he would be pleased with what we have 
done and how it’s carrying on.” 
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Do student protests work?

by  SRISHTI  KAPUR

A History 
of Disrupting 
the Peace

“Around 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day, June 3 of  this year, nine 
protesters from the Trauma 

Center Coalition barricaded themselves in-
side Levi Hall. After requesting that staff  
move to other parts of  the building, they 
locked the windows and used a bike lock 
across the double doors of  the building’s 
main entrance. The protesters refused to 
leave until President Robert Zimmer agreed 
to a meeting to discuss a University of  Chi-
cago trauma center. Two hours later, mem-
bers of  the Chicago Fire Department broke 
through the drywall with axes, cut through 
the bike lock with a power saw, and pried 
open windows with crowbars. By 6:30 p.m., 
the protesters had been placed in handcuffs 

and transported to the Wentworth District 
police headquarters.

The protest jump-started another round 
of  discussions about the role of  student 
activism on campus.  Despite the proxim-
ity of  fi nals week (or perhaps due to it), a 
thread discussing the protest on a popular 
Facebook group “Overheard at UChicago” 
accumulated over a hundred comments. 
In an interview, DNAInfo reporter Sam 
Cholke described the response to the pro-
test as mixed, pointing out that although 
many were sympathetic to the cause, others 
were opposed to the methods employed.

This conversation about the effi cacy and 
appropriateness of  the methods of  student 
protesters is a staple of  UChicago campus 

dialogue. On the anonymous social media 
app Yik Yak, one can fi nd at least a few un-
der-200-character posts about the issue on 
any given day. On November 20, one post 
with seven up-votes read, “Real talk, all of  
this protesting is driving people away from 
the middle and toward extremes. Just my 
two cents.” 

The platforms of  these debates may be 
new, but the questions are not. The Uni-
versity of  Chicago has a long history of  
student activism, and before there was Yik 
Yak there were letters to THE MAROON. To-
day’s students may be aware of  protests at 
Edward H. Levi Hall, but many have never 
heard of  the ’60s era protests against Levi 
himself, or of  the hundreds of  demonstra-
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tions between then and now. Conversa-
tions about the effects of  student activism 
at the University of  Chicago often lack 
perspective. Perhaps looking back at this 
University’s storied history is the best way 
to begin. 

1962: Creating a nuisance

In the spring of  1961, undergraduate 
David Wolf  attempted to rent an apart-
ment with three friends, one of  them 
black. He recalls being “turned down ev-
erywhere.” At the time, about 10 percent 
of  Hyde Park’s apartments were universi-
ty-owned. Wolf ’s father, a labor organizer 
and publicist with contacts in the civil 

rights community, advised him to test the 
University by sending black and white stu-
dents separately to the university-owned 
buildings to see if  they would meet differ-
ent results. 

The following winter, Student Govern-
ment (SG) and the University’s chapter of  
the Congress of  Racial Equality (CORE) 
carried out six such tests; all six resulted 
in discrimination against black students. 
In one test, a black student’s application 
for a University-owned apartment was 
turned down just 70 minutes after a white 
student was offered the same apartment. 
In another case, a black student requested 
an apartment for $80 to $90 a month on a 
street he knew had vacancies. He was told 

that there were no apartments available 
under $125; soon after, a white student ap-
plied for an apartment on the same street 
and was offered one for $75 a month.

On January 16, 1962, representatives 
from SG and CORE brought these results 
to University president George Beadle in 
a private meeting. The next day’s MAROON

headline sent shockwaves through cam-
pus: “UC admits housing segregation.” 
The housing discrimination controversy 
had begun.

~  •  ~

Faculty and students were already deep 
into debate about the University’s hous-

Student speaks to a crowd from the steps of the admin-
istration building as part of a national movement against 
nuclear proliferation in 1985.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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ing policy when Beadle issued an of-
fi cial statement days later. He justi-
fi ed housing discrimination in some 
University-held property in the name 
of  long-term “stable integration,” al-
leging integrating the community too 
quickly would result in “white panic.” 
He claimed that the University was “in 
complete agreement with the stated 
objectives of  the students” and that 
“the only issue on which there is argu-
able difference of  opinion is the rate 
at which it is possible to move towards 
the agreed on objective.”

The students disagreed. Bruce Rap-
paport, undergraduate and chairman 
of  UChicago’s chapter of  CORE, re-
sponded that the difference between 
CORE’s and the administration’s posi-
tions was one of  methodology as well 
as rate, as “CORE can never accept 
segregation as a means to integration 
on logical or moral grounds.” That 

night, CORE decided that the next day 
they would sit in outside of  Beadle’s 
offi ce to protest University policy. 
Rappaport voiced the commitment of  
the student activists to their demands: 
“….we will be prepared to carry it out 
as long as necessary until we have ac-
complished our goals—a complete 
end to segregation in all University 
owned property.” 

Around noon the next day, January 
23, 1962, over 200 students picketed 
outside the administration building in 
a demonstration. Current presidential 
nominee Bernie Sanders, then chair-
man of  the social action committee of  
CORE, riled up the crowd in his thick 
Brooklyn accent, saying, “We feel it is 
an intolerable situation when Negro 
and white students of  the University 
cannot live together in University
-owned apartments.” 

Thirty-three protesters then entered 
the building and congregated on the 
fi fth fl oor of  the administration build-
ing outside of  Beadle’s offi ce. Some 
passed the time by talking or playing 
bridge; others caught up on reading for 
their Core classes, diligently attending 
to On Liberty and The Slave States Before 
the Civil War. Around 5 p.m., Beadle 
made his way to his offi ce, greeting 
the protesters with a smile. When the 

“The next day’s Maroon 

headline sent shockwaves 

through campus: “UC admits 

housing segregation.””

Bernie Sanders speaks to students on the fi rst day of the Committee on Racial Equality sit-in in 1962.
COURTESY OF THE UCHICAGO PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE
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working day came to an end, adminis-
trators requested that the protesters re-
main only on the fi fth fl oor, and then 
left the building for the night. 

On the second day of  the sit-in, Dean 
of  Students John Netherton issued a 
statement on the sit-in recognizing the 
right of  students to demonstrate, but 
reminding them that it must be done 
in an “orderly manner.” To this end, he 
stated only four students could remain 
on the fi fth fl oor of  the administration 
building at a time, and that they could 
do so only between 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays. CORE 
had no intention of  following these 
strict guidelines. Anticipating possible 
action from the administration, Rap-
paport reminded the other protesters, 
“Our policy is to be dragged out…
every one of  you here has supposedly 
accepted that.”

Rappaport’s reminder proved un-
necessary. Although more than four 
students sat in on the fi fth fl oor for 
the next several days and nights, the 
administration took no action against 
the student protesters. They held in-
formal negotiations with the protest-
ers, including one instance in which 
Beadle invited student representatives 
from CORE and SG to his house for 
a fi ve-hour-long meeting that lasted un-
til 3:30 a.m. Administrators also com-
missioned a report by three university 
professors about how best to integrate 
Hyde Park–Kenwood, and students and 
administrators issued statements agree-
ing that creating a grievance committee 
for discrimination requests would be a 
good idea. 

Nevertheless, no agreement between 
the students and administrators was 
reached in these discussions. Admin-
istrators were willing to begin formal 
discussions with student groups about 
housing policy, but would not acqui-
esce to CORE’s central demand—that 
housing discrimination be stopped im-
mediately. 

Meanwhile, observing students and 

faculty remained deeply divided about 
the University’s housing policy and the 
effi cacy of  the sit-in. Several students 
and faculty wrote letters to THE MA-
ROON condemning university practices 
and standing with the protesters. Lewis 
Shaeffer, a student, wrote, “Let us sup-
pose Dr. George Beadle was President 
of  the United States on January 1, 1963. 
He might have said in his Emancipation 

Proclamation: I hereby declare all slaves 
to be free on one day per calendar 
month for one year; then two days per 
calendar month in the succeeding year, 
then three days per calendar month in 
the succeeding year…this progression 
to continue until freedom is attained 
for 365 days per year.”

At the same time, many students and 
faculty found the student protesters too 

Student protesters called for an end to the Vietnam War 
at the induction of University President Edward Levi.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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radical. The Practical Reform Organiza-
tion, a conservative campus political party, 
received 94 signatures for a petition in 
support for administration policies, which 
argued “we are proceeding as rapidly as 
possible towards a stable, integrated com-
munity.” Several professors also decried 
the protest as ineffective. Ann Swift, a 
professor in the Department of  History, 

opined, “…picketing is not good except 
for creating a nuisance. It does not per-
suade those on the side of  the demonstra-
tors and usually antagonizes others.”

As over a week passed and the sit-in 
continued, it began to make news out-
side of  campus as well. The South Side’s 
chapter of  CORE expressed support for 
student actions and began their own sit-

ins at Hyde Park realtor offi ces, many of  
which resulted in arrests and trials. Dur-
ing the same time frame, in three separate 
instances, black students from the neigh-
borhood’s Ray School attacked white stu-
dents from the University’s Lab School 
without apparent motive. Parents of  Lab 
School students alleged that the attacks 
were a result of  heightened racial tension 
from the sit-in controversy. Meanwhile, 
the sit-in gained local and national pub-
licity, including a feature in The New York 
Times.

At last, the sit-in came to a sudden halt 
on February 5, two weeks after it began. 
The administration had just released a 
statement offering joint discussions about 

integration with members of  CORE, SG, 
the faculty, and several community orga-
nizations. While students deliberated their 
response to the proposal, administration 
sent a notice warning the students that 
they had been violating the administra-
tion’s rule of  four protesters on the fi fth 
fl oor at a time. Administration demanded 
students leave the fl oor immediately and 
report to Dean Netherton, as “…the fail-
ure to do so will result in the automatic 
suspension of  the student’s registration in 
the University.”  

Student protesters fi nally left the ad-
ministration building. Beadle issued a 
statement announcing the fi nal compro-
mise: off-the-record joint discussions. The 
statement was careful to note that “There 
would be no votes taken, and the only way 
a policy would be adopted is by agreement 
of  the University administration.”

“Sitting in at the administration 
building halts the normal func-

tioning of the university, therefore 
forces the administration and 
faculty to deal with us and our 

arguments.”

Students leave the administration building after a 16 day long sit-in.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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At the conclusion of  the sit-in, the 
editorial board of  THE MAROON argued, 
“The sit-ins served the valuable purpose 
of  catalyzing University action, and for 
this they were most worthwhile.” For-
ty-three years later, in January of  this 
year, author Rick Perlstein interviewed 
Bernie Sanders for the University of  Chi-
cago Magazine and asked him about the 
compromise that ended the 1962 sit-in. 
Sanders responded with a weary sigh.

1969: Militant action

Though it seemed dramatic at the 
time, the 1962 administration building 
sit-in was tame in comparison to stu-
dent demonstrations of  the late 1960s. 
As counterculture spread, universities 
became centers of  the civil rights and 
anti-Vietnam War movements. Although 
students at the University of  Chicago 
passionately joined these national efforts, 
the protest that caused the biggest stir on 
campus was, in typical UChicago fashion, 
about academics. The issue at hand was 
faculty hiring-fi ring practices.

When Marlene Dixon, a popular left-
wing assistant professor of  sociology, 
was not reappointed to her position in 

1969, many speculated that it was be-
cause she was a feminist and a Marxist. 
In response to the administrative move, 
over 400 students voted to take “militant 
action” by holding a sit-in at the adminis-
tration building.

The sit-in was rather unpopular on 
campus. Faculty members wrote letters 
to THE MAROON arguing that Dixon’s 
reappointment decision was due to in-
adequacies in her research. Ironically, 
over 300 students participated in an 
“anti-sit-in” to protest the original sit-in. 
Nevertheless, the original student dem-
onstrators held fi rmly to their demands, 
announcing, “Sitting in at the administra-
tion building halts the normal function-
ing of  the university; therefore forces the 
administration and faculty to deal with 
us and our arguments. No less militant 
action would achieve these results.” To 
an extent, the students were right—two 
weeks later, the administration offered 
Dixon a one-year extension of  her con-
tract. (She ultimately turned it down.)

However, the victory came with costs. 
By the end of  the quarter, the adminis-
tration had expelled 42 of  the students 
involved in the demonstration, and sus-
pended another 81. If  administrators 

hoped this would quell protests, they 
were wrong. Soon afterward, student 
demonstrators marched to University 
president Levi’s home with a petition 
for disciplinary leniency. They pounded 
on his doors and windows and called 
his name; when they realized he wasn’t 
home, one student broke the glass of  
the outside door, crawled in to unlock 
the door, and stapled the petition to the 
inside door. After these students were 
also suspended, students set off  stink 
bombs in University buildings, organized 
a boycott of  classes that 70 percent of  
students participated in, and carried out 
a hunger strike on the main quad. None 
of  these actions changed the punished 
students’ sentences.

Peter Draper, A.B. ’75, was a student 
activist in the college during the early 
’70s. When asked whether the expulsions 
of  the students involved in the 1969 pro-
tests discouraged students in the follow-
ing years from pursuing similar methods, 
he grins. “I never remember anyone say-
ing ‘let’s occupy the administration build-
ing again,’ but I don’t think that made 
people think that they shouldn’t protest.” 

The expulsions certainly didn’t make 
the 1969 protesters themselves regret 

Signs around campus announced the 1969 sit-in protesting the fi ring of a faculty member.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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their actions. One reporter for THE 
MAROON interviewed a few expelled 
students in 1983. When asked about 
their actions, they unanimously stood 
by the decisions they made in 1969, 
agreeing that if  they were to relive the 
situation, they would have “kicked out 
the administration immediately…tried 
to close the school down and use more 
dramatic tactics.” 

1980s: A failed attempt

Students in the 1970s and 1980s 
continued to be involved in protests 
about a host of  issues—nuclear disar-
mament, federal abortion restrictions, 
LGBT rights, foreign policy, and more. 
Nevertheless, the general consensus 
is that the 1960s marked the height 
of  the infl uence of  student activists. 

Sahotra Sarkar, Ph.D. ’89, was a student 
activist during the late ’80s. He recalls po-
litical cartoons of  the ’80s that satirized 
student protesters as excessively tame, 
“intentionally not as disruptive as those in 
the 1960s.”

Sarkar was one of  the leaders of  UChi-
cago’s anti-apartheid divestment move-
ment at UChicago in the 1980s. The na-
tional divestment movement aimed to put 
pressure on the government of  South Af-
rica to end the apartheid—the system of  
racial segregation by encouraging univer-
sities to divest from companies that did 
business there. The national movement 
has been singled out by some academics 
as the most important instance of  student 
activism post-1960s. 

At the University of  Chicago, the di-
vestment movement’s demonstrations 
were nowhere near as disruptive as the 
1969 sit-in. Sarkar remembers this as a 
deliberate decision of  the University of  
Chicago movement. He says, “After a lot 
of  talking back and forth…it was decided 
that we did not want to commit civil dis-
obedience because we did not want to di-
vide the community.” 

The movement was successful at not 
dividing the community—Sarkar esti-
mates that about 90 percent of  students 
supported divestment. Letters to THE MA-
ROON on the issue from the late ’80s by 
professors and students alike are largely 
uncontroversial, nearly unanimously urg-
ing the Board of  Trustees to divest.

And yet, the University never fully di-
vested from South Africa. Many of  its 
peers, especially those that had more 
disruptive protests for divestment such 
as Columbia and the University of  Cal-
ifornia schools system, did. In 1990, the 
Apartheid ended, bringing a conclusion 
to a decade long student movement that 
never succeeded. It’s not surprising, then, 
to hear Sarkar hypothesize on current-day 
divestment campaigns, “I don’t think they 
have any chance of  success.”

Students from the Ad Hoc Committee for a free South Africa march 
on the quad in the 1980s, calling for divestment from the apartheid 
regime governing South Africa. 
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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2015: Diverging narratives

Today’s student activists are more op-
timistic about their own chances of  suc-
cess. From University of  Chicago Climate 
Action Network’s campaign for divest-
ment from fossil fuels to the South Side 
Solidarity Network’s Campaign for Equi-
table Policing, student groups continue to 
campaign for changes in University policy. 
One such group, Phoenix Survivor’s Al-
liance (PSA), advocates for sexual assault 
survivors.

In May of  2015, student demonstrators 
from PSA marched to Levi Hall holding 
signs and chanting, “Rape culture is con-
tagious, come on Admin be courageous.” 
They delivered a list of  fi ve demands to 
administration, one of  which urged the 
University to provide more comprehen-
sive education on consent, federal Title 
IX rights, and other sexual assault issues 
during O-Week and for grad students, and 
another which requested that information 
regarding the rights of  sexual assault vic-
tims be posted online in an easily acces-

sible format. The group loudly chanted 
on the second fl oor of  Levi Hall outside 
of  the Offi ce of  Student Life until a dean-
on-call picked up their list of  demands 
and promised to deliver it to Dean of  Stu-
dents Michele Rasmussen. 

The next week, PSA, along with other 
student activist groups, held a senior sit-in 
at Rosenwald Hall with the same demands. 
Graduating seniors wearing caps and 
gowns refused to leave the building until 
they were told they would not graduate if  
they stayed. At the same time, Veronica 

Trauma center protesters block off North Michigan Avenue on March 5th, 2015.
NATALIE FRIEDBERG | THE CHICAGO MAROON 

Students play dead outside the Joseph Regenstein Library in 1985 as part of the national “No Business as Usual 
Day” protesting nuclear proliferation.
THE CHICAGO MAROON ARCHIVE
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Portillo Heap, A.B. ’15, co-founder of  
PSA, fi led a federal complaint against 
the University for not meeting Title 
IX’s requirements for training students 
about sexual assault policy. 

In the beginning of  the 2015–2016 
school year, the University made 
changes to its sexual assault education 
program. Now titled “UMatter: The 
O-Week Chicago Life Meeting,” the 
program was changed from a discus-
sion to a presentation in order to ex-
plicitly defi ne the University’s policy 
on consent, the rights of  sexual assault 
victims, and the investigative process. 
Moreover, an optional sexual assault 
prevention seminar was added to grad-
uate student orientation. Finally, the 
University launched the UMatter web-
site, a user-friendly central location for 
information and resources regarding 
sexual assault, at the end of  this last 
summer.

Were these changes a result of  the 
actions of  student demonstrators? 
Heap believes they were.

The day after the senior sit-in, she 
received an e-mail from Rasmussen in-
viting PSA to a series of  conversations 
about the progress the University was 
making to meet the PSA demands. Be-
fore the two spring protests, Heap says, 
PSA members had several meetings 
with Rasmussen and other administra-
tors about the University’s sexual assault 
prevention, until fi nally administration 
refused to have any more meetings with 
them. According to Heap, at each of  
the previous meetings, administrations 
“told us that they would not do any-
thing and that they were compliant and 
that there was nothing wrong.” Heap 
cites the combination of  the two pro-
tests, the Title IX violation complaint, 
and viewpoints articles she wrote for 
THE MAROON as the catalyst for the 
University’s changes.

Rasmussen disagrees. She says, 
“Because of  the timing of  the school 
year, a lot of  the actual planning work 

for O-Week doesn’t happen until late 
spring, but we knew starting in the 
fall of  2014 that there were things we 
wanted to do differently during 2015 
O-Week …. And we also knew that we 
would be developing a UMatter web-
site. That website only went up in the 
late summer because summer is when 

we had the time and the resources to 
develop the website.” She says that 
administrators took PSA input into 
account when building the UMatter 
website. However, she stands by the 
administration’s previous stance, say-
ing, “Those changes were not due to 
being in violation of  Title IX.” 

Protesters for a trauma center on the South Side march through the 
Quad on the way to President Zimmer’s house in May 2014.
FRANK YAN | THE CHICAGO MAROON
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“Direct action never 
works…until it does.”

The Levi Hall sit-in this past spring 
was only one action in a half-decade 
long campaign by the Trauma Center 
Coalition (TCC), the group of  com-
munity activists and students that 
advocates bringing a Level I trauma 
center to the South Side of  Chicago. 
During the same weekend as the Levi 
Hall sit-in, the group held a die-in at 
an alumni awards ceremony in Rocke-
feller Chapel. Earlier that month, they 
marched to Zimmer’s house. In March, 
they blocked off  Michigan Avenue 
during a University fundraising event 
downtown. Several campus activists 
not affi liated with the TCC describe 
the group’s actions as more risky and 
disruptive than those of  other campus 
groups.

This summer, the University of  
Chicago announced a joint partner-
ship with the Sinai Health System to 
establish a Level I adult trauma center 
on the South Side. The announce-
ment made no reference to the TCC 
or any recent protests. When asked if  
the spring protests had any role in the 
trauma center decision, Zimmer says, 
“One always listens to what’s going on 
around one, but I think the fundamen-
tal question was what are the set of  
healthcare needs of  the South Side...
It’s a whole set of  decisions that were 
made in a very complicated environ-
ment.” 

Tristan Bock-Hughes, a third-year 
in the college and a member of  the 
South Side Solidarity Network, coor-
dinates demonstrations with commu-
nity members. When asked whether 
he thinks UChicago’s joint partnership 
is a response to the TCC protests, he 
pauses and says, “Direct action never 
works…until it does. No power will 
ever want to admit that it was these 
people yelling at me who made me 
uncomfortable and then I changed 
something.... The alternative is saying 

they made us look weak and we had 
to change.”

For Bock-Hughes and other student 
activists, the question is not whether 
nonviolent protests can work, but 
whether the risk of  expulsion or arrest 
is worth it. He describes the necessity 
for a movement to pick the right target 
and the right method, usually “media 
shaming or hitting them in the wallet.” 

In his words, “For the most part…if  
you have a demand and hit someone 
in the right way you’ll see something 
come later.” He furthers, “The effec-
tiveness of  how much you are going 
to be able to move your target is pretty 
directly connected to how high risk 
this is going to be for you.” He then 
qualifi es, “...if  it’s done right, and if  it’s 
nonviolent.”

Bock-Hughes’s comments speak to 
the central dilemma of  determining 
the effects of  student protests. For 

each student movement, there are two 
vastly different narratives—one in 
which the administration makes deci-
sions independent of  student protests, 
and one in which it is moved by stu-
dent actions. With all the exogenous 
factors that infl uence a University’s 
decisions, it is diffi cult to draw direct 
lines between a student movement and 
an administration’s action.

There is often a backlash against 
protest movements that are “too dis-
ruptive” or a “nuisance” to the ev-
eryday lives of  students. Whether in 
THE MAROON or Yik Yak, whether in 
statements or in actions, students and 
administrators critique demonstrations 
that are especially at high-risk.

Yet history suggests that protests 
can work, and high-risk protests can 
be particularly effective. There are 
stories of  protests that were not high 
risk, such as the anti-Apartheid cam-
paign, that did not see results. There 
are stories of  protests that were ex-
cessively high risk, such as the 1969 
administration building sit-in, that 
did see results at high personal cost. 
And then there are stories such as the 
1962 housing discrimination sit-in—
stories of  student protesters on the 
moral high ground, taking moderately 
high level of  risks, with only debat-
able results.

We will never know exactly what 
was said in the off-the-record conver-
sation that ended the 1962 administra-
tion building sit-in. All that we know 
is that some time in the past 50 years, 
the University stopped discriminating 
against black students applying for off-
campus housing. It’s possible that the 
sit-in’s contribution to this was negligi-
ble; it’s similarly likely that some of  the 
student movements of  today will fail 
to ultimately affect policies. 

But there is also a very real possi-
bility that the risks student protesters 
take will pay off, that their words will 
be heard, that their defi ance will create 
change.
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Write Stuff
Across

Twist, as a wet cloth1
Spiritual journey, to a 
practicer of 36-across

6

Dog doc10
Prefix with "active" or "state"13
Region of the eye14
Mineral lacked by anemics15
Pawn mover?17
"Parsley, ___, Rosemary, and 
Thyme" (1966 Simon & 
Garfunkel hit)

19

"Say no to drugs" spot20
Mimicked21
Body of UN focusing on 
human rights and money

22

Citibank features24
Fashionable Christian25
Treats maliciously26
Costume frequently worn by 
Michelle on "Full House"

29

Comedian's segment30
Weapon often found in an 
evil lair

33

Capable of serving two34
Imam's faith36
Really good, as a rapper37
Inclines38
Locavore's fear39
Author Gardner, offensive 
lineman Ladson, et. al

41

Chef's cry, perhaps42
Cream of the crop43

Renaissance wall decor44
Cocky45
Like a good pet46
Undercover action?47
"Love Song" Bareilles50
2π51
Counterpart to "Toil"54
Ingredient on a pancake 
recipe

55

Peninsula bordering 
California

58

Jacob's hairy brother59
River vessel60
With 62-across, checkpoint 
exam, or a clue to 17-across, 
55-across, 5-down, and 23-
down?

61

See 61 across62
People, to a parasite63

Down
Typical bully target1
Protein-building polymers2
"___ boy!" (Doctor 
declaration) 

3

Web4
Home to 32.4% of Floridans5
Philosopher David and 
others

6

Like a devotee7
"Dawson's Creek" girl8
Green stone9
Golf course headwear10
Periods11

Sign at a drive-thru12
Tokyo electronics giant16
33 1/3 and others18
Response, in war23
TV group featuring Mr. T24
Events which end in fire?25
One sixth of a pizza, perhaps26
Turkish rank of honor, once27
Little Key28
Veil material29
Extractors of O from H2O30
Mexican pyramid builder31
Plaster painting surface32
17th to 20th century dynasty34
"Yes, ___" (enthusiastic 
approval)

35

French realist painter40
Cost for a cab44
Green lunch45
O'Neal who won an Oscar at 
age 10

46

U.N. fig.47
Sign of rabies48
332 island nation49
Exceptional actor50
Cookie containers51
Plenty52
Hawaiian strings, informally53
Purpose56
Chinese chairman57

DANIEL RUTTENBERG | THE CHICAGO MAROON
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